Brief background information about The Kist:

From Foreword of Teachers’ Handbook:   

‘The anthology and the pack were designed to be used with pupils of all abilities in the upper primary and lower secondary school, including pupils working beyond Level E. These resources will develop pupils’ skills mainly in Language but sometimes in other curricular areas. The anthology may also priovide texts suitable for work in English at Standard Grade.’
‘Materials in the Pack, including the teachers’ handbook, are copyright free and may be photocopied for educational purposes with the school which has purchased them, so long as no financial profit ensues.’

‘The immediate purpose is .... to make children more aware of the richness of langage generally, to encourage a wide variety of language in the classroom, and to help children value the Scots they may use at home, with their peers, and in the community generally, and to extend its range.’

[Copymaster activities are given as being for ages 10-14.]

Order of texts:

‘The anthology’s texts have been ordered according to their level of demand minly in terms of the difficulties posed by their language and to some extent, the ideas contained in the texts themselves. In general, the easier are at the beginning, the more difficutl at the end. But this is not a rule, and sometimes this general principle has been sacrificed to the need for variety and interest….

‘Occasionally, texts have been linked in particular ways…’

Glossing:

‘The anthology … provides, where necessary, a glossary of possibly unfamiliar words/ phrases/ terms in the classroom materials themselves…’

‘Sometimes you may feel the gloss might be better expressed. Do not hesitate to raise the issue with the children, especially if it is in their dialect of Scots, and seek their judgments….’

‘Because the anthology is not intended to be used in sequential fashion… words… are glossed on each occasion they appear.’

‘Texts which make minimal demands have no glosses.’
